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A Blanket Farewell  

They said they’d retire someday, and like so many other somedays, it 
was hard to see that far in the future. Until now. The two people, who with the help of the Summit 
County ADM Board and Akron Police Department, made CIT a reality in Akron, Ohio in May 2000, 

are retiring together at the close of this calendar year - just as we approach the 20th anniversary of a 
successful and continuing Ohio initiative. We have much to thank retired Lt. Michael Woody and Dr. 

Mark Munetz for, too much to capture in a brief newsletter article. They along with retired Ohio 
Supreme Court Justice Evelyn Lundberg Stratton pioneered what would become a model statewide 
CIT movement, true to the core elements of CIT and focused on improving the lives of Ohio citizens.   

Those in attendance on November 15th shared the honor of Mike and Mark’s last statewide CIT 
Coordinators meeting and enjoyed the pleasure of sending them off with these two-of-a-kind Ohio CIT 
blankets. We hope they’ll find joy and comfort in the blankets and satisfaction in knowing that they did 

an amazing job of laying down a solid foundation for the Ohio CIT program.  

We thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Ohio CIT Support and Expansion Project 

The CJ CCoE is pleased to announce that we will administer state funding through the Ohio 
Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services for Ohio CIT Support and Expansion 

programming during State Fiscal Years 2020-2021.   

The project will provide support for a variety of activities and training opportunities related to CIT 
program development, including but not limited to: Law Enforcement agency scholarships, CIT 

training mini grants, CIT program development awards to Ohio county and multi-county CIT 
programs, regional or statewide training opportunities for partner groups, updated statewide strategic 

planning and more. 

CJ CCoE staff will schedule planning calls with each local CIT Coordinator(s) and/or Steering 
Committee members to develop program plans and deliverables for each community. To schedule a 

call, please contact Haley Farver at hfarver@neomed.edu or 330-325-6815.   

 

2019 CIT Advanced Training Conference 

The 2019 CIT Advanced Training Conference was held on October 18, 2019 at the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol Training Academy with over 100 participants. Director Lori Criss and Retired Ohio 

Supreme Court Justice Evelyn Lundberg Stratton presented the annual statewide CIT awards. 

Congratulations to the 2019 Ohio CIT Award Winners!  

CIT for Youth Officer of the 
Year 

Law Enforcement 
Administrator of the Year 

Evelyn Lundberg Stratton 
CIT Champion of the Year  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Officer Dawn Roberts 
Akron Children’s Hospital Police 

Department  

Director Ken Collins 
Lorain County Community College 

Campus Security Office 

Major Scott Trussell 
Meigs County Sheriff’s Office 
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Michael S. Woody CIT 
Coordinator of the Year 

CIT Program of the Year CIT Officer of the Year  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 Sergeant Dan Harmon 
Findlay Police Department  

Wayne and Holmes Counties 
CIT Program 

Wooster P.D. Officer Jerome Fatzinger 
and Wayne and Holmes Counties NAMI 

Executive Director Helen Walkerly   

Officer Patrick Jama 
Elyria Police Department 

 

Recent Ohio CIT Course Graduates 

 

Belmont County Completed 4th CIT Training in November 2019 

 

Belmont County Mental Health and Recovery Board and Belmont County Sheriff’s Office are proud to 
graduate 27 law enforcement officials, dispatch officers, and first responders in CIT. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Fairfield County Completed CIT Training in November 2019 

 

Fairfield County Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Board is proud to graduate twelve law 
enforcement officers and other related personnel in CIT.  

 

 

 

Lucas County Completed CIT Training in November 2019 

 

Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of Lucas County is proud to graduate the November 
2019 CIT class.  All officers are pictured giving a “thank you wave” to Dr. Mark Munetz and Lt. Mike 

Woody for all the help they have given the Lucas County CIT program over the last ten years.  

 



 
 

 

 

Trumbull County Completed CIT Training in October 2019 

 

Trumbull County Mental Health and Recovery Services Board is proud to graduate the October 2019 
CIT class.  

  

Paint Valley Completed Two CIT Companion Courses in 
September 2019 

 

Ross, Pike, Fayette, Highland and Pickaway Counties held a companion course for dispatchers on 
September 25, 2019 with four participants.  



 
 

 

 

Ross, Pike, Fayette, Highlight and Pickaway Counties held a companion course for corrections on 
September 26, 2019 with five participants.  

 

 
Save-the-Date: Ohio CIT Coordinators Semi-Annual Meeting 

 
When: Friday, May 8, 2020 

Where: To Be Determined (Columbus) 
Please save-the-date and pass word along to your local CIT Coordinators 

 
 
 

 
Save-the-Date: Ohio CIT Coordinators Course 

 
When: Friday, April 17, 2020 

Where: Ohio Department of Transportation: 1980 West Broad Street. Columbus, Ohio 43223 
Please contact Haley Farver at hfarver@neomed.edu if you are interested in the course 

 
 

 

Welcome New or Returning CIT Coordinators 
 

• Erin Krusec     Belmont, Harrison and Monroe Counties 
• Liz Atwell     Hamilton County  
• Michele Miller    Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction 
• Brigitte Guiser    Cleveland Division of Police  
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From NAMI Ohio  
  

CIT Pins, Quick Reference Guides, and Hearing Voices Kits are available upon request. 

 
 

CIT Mini Grants 

 
All mini grant requests should be made to Stacey Smith at NAMI Ohio: stacey@namiohio.org. 
  
CIT Mini Grants for CIT Dispatcher and/or Corrections Training 
A limited number of mini grants in the amount of $1,000 are available for those communities wishing to 
offer CIT dispatcher and/or corrections training.  To request a mini grant, please send an email that 
includes: 
 

1. Date of the training 
2. A sentence about how you plan to use the funds such as printing, room rental, speaker fees, 

etc. (these funds cannot be used for food or travel) 
3. A list of the members of your CIT Steering Committee 
4. Name and address of the entity to whom the check should be made payable 
5.  Acknowledgment that you will forward a completed roster of all graduates to Mekal Banyasz 

(mbanyasz@neomed.edu) upon the completion of your training  
 
CIT Mini Grants for First-Time Implementation of CIT Dispatcher Training 
A limited number of mini grants in the amount of $500 are available through June 30, 2020 for those 
communities wishing to develop and implement their first CIT Dispatcher Training. These funds CAN 
supplement the mini grants referenced above and are strictly limited to those communities that have 
not offered dispatch training in the past. To request a min grant, please send an email that includes: 
 

1. Date of training 
2. A sentence describing how you plan to use the funds such as printing, room rental, offset of 

staff time for curriculum development, supplies, etc. (These funds cannot be used for food) 
3. A list of the members of your CIT Steering Committee and Dispatch trainers 
4. Name and address of the entity to whom the check should be made payable 
5. Acknowledgment that you will forward a completed roster of all graduates to Mekal Banyasz 

(mbanyasz@neomed.edu) upon the completion of your training 
 
CIT Mini Grants for Law Enforcement Agencies to Send Dispatchers and Corrections Officers 
to Training 
A limited number of mini grants in the amount of $1,000 are available for law enforcement agencies 
sending dispatchers and corrections officers to a CIT training.  To request a mini grant, please send an 
e-mail that includes: 
 

1. Date of the training 
2. Name of the dispatchers and/or corrections officers to attend 
3. A sentence that states that the law enforcement agency is only able to participate if financial 

assistance is provided 



 
 

4. Name of a CIT Coordinator or contact person for the law enforcement agency 
5. Name and address of the law enforcement agency to which the check should be made payable  

 
CIT Mini Grants for Data Collection and Cross-System Collaboration 
A limited number of mini grants in the amount of $500 are available through June 30, 2020 for those 
communities wishing to initiate or expand CIT data collection and cross-systems collaboration utilizing 
information sharing across law enforcement and mental health systems (not to include officer roster 
updating or maintenance) To request a mini grant, please send an e-mail that includes: 
 

1. Description of planned process, e.g., what data will be collected, by what jurisdiction(s) it will be 
collected, how the data will be analyzed and reported, how the data and related information will 
be shared across systems and for what purposes 

2. Date of implementation of data collection or information sharing process 
3. Anticipated timeline for reporting on the process and outcomes, and name of person who will 

provide report to NAMI and CCoE 
4. Name and address of the entity to whom the check should be made payable 

 
CIT Mini Grants for Advanced Training 
A limited number of mini grants in the amount of $500 are available through June 30, 2020 for those 
communities wishing to offer CIT officers advanced training.  To request a mini grant, please send an 
e-mail that includes: 
 

1. Topic of the training 
2. Date of the training 
3. Number of hours of the training 
4. A sentence about how you plan to use the funds such as printing, room rental, speaker fees, 

etc. (these funds cannot be used for food) 
5. Name and address of the entity to which the check should be made payable   

 
Stacey Smith – NAMI Ohio stacey@namiohio.org  

 

  

The Value of Peer Reviews 
 

Congratulations to Lorain County for recently completing a Peer Review of their CIT program, and 
welcome aboard to the Paint Valley (Ross, Pike, Fayette, Highland, and Pickaway Counties) CIT 
program, which will complete the process after the first of the year. Many Ohio Counties have gone 
through the Peer Review process over the years and gained valuable insight and information on 
improving not only their CIT course but also their CIT program.  A three-member team is sent to your 
community to meet with your Steering Committee to mutually finalize the team’s findings after the 
community provides the team with materials and evaluations from your course and program.  Of 
special interest, your community CIT program will receive $1,000 just for going through the process.  
Make sure you are striving to incorporate the Core Elements of what makes a CIT program so 
successful as developed by The University of Memphis CIT Center, the Ohio CIT Coordinators group 
and CIT International.  
 
For more information or to set up a review of your CIT program please contact Jeff Futo at 
Jeff.futo@gmail.com.   

mailto:stacey@namiohio.org
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Upcoming Ohio CIT Courses 
 

• Medina County      January 27-30, 2020 

• Wood County      April 13-16, 2020 

• Summit County      April 20-24, 2020 

• Lorain County      April 27-May 1, 2020 

• Washington County     May 4-8, 2020  

• Wood County (CIT for Clinicians)   May 6, 13 and 20, 2020  

• Summit County      September 28-October 2, 2020 

Please advise Haley Farver at hfarver@neomed.edu of your planned CIT Courses for 2019! 
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Ohio CIT Program Coordinator or Contact Information 
Note: information is subject to change 

 
Allen/Auglaize/Hardin 
Rick Skilliter  
rskilliter@pvff.org  
Ed Monfort  
jamesmonfort@gmail.com 

Athens/Hocking/Vinton 
David Malawista 
dmalawista@ci.athens.oh.us 

Belmont/Harrison/Monroe 
Erin Krusec 
erink@bhmboard.org  

Champaign/Logan 
Adam Sorensen 
asorensen@mhdas.org 

Clark/Greene/Madison 
Tracey Stute 
Tracey@mhrb.org 

Clermont 
Lee Ann Watson 
lwatson@ccmhrb.org 
Chad Lutson 
clutson@union-township.oh.us 

Columbiana 
Marcy Patton 
mpatton@ccmhrsb.org  
Richard Whitfield 
rwhitfield@columbianaohio.gov 

Crawford/Marion 
Mark Light 
mlight001@columbus.rr.com 

Cuyahoga 
Carole Ballard 
ballard@adamhscc.org 

Defiance/Fulton/Henry/ 
Williams 
Rob Giesige 
rob@fourcountyadamhs.com 

Delaware/Morrow 
Rhianna Mattix 
rmattix@ohiopps.org  

Erie 
Karen Russell 
russelk@firelands.com 

Fairfield 
Maureen Muth Keller 
mmuthkeller@ohiopps.org 
Toni Ashton 
tashton@ohiopps.org 

Franklin 
Irina Yakhnitskiy 
iyakhnitskiy@adamhfranklin.org 
Lt. Dennis Jeffry 
djeffrey@columbuspolice.org 

Gallia/Jackson/Meigs 
Scott Trussell 
Scott.trussell@meigssheriff.org 

 

Geauga 
Brian Ayer 
AyerB@Ravenwoodmhc.org 

Hamilton 
Liz Atwell 
eatwell@mhankyswoh.org  

Hancock 
Sgt. Dan Harmon 
dharmon@findlayohio.com 

Lake 
Julie Kalina-Hammond 
jhammond@beaconhealth.us  

Licking/Knox 
Tara Schultz 
tschultz@mhrlk.org 

Lorain 
Vicki Montesano 
vmontesano@lcmhb.org 

Lucas 
Robert Kasprzak 
rkasprzak@lcmhrsb.oh.gov 

Mahoning 
Toni Notaro 
tnotaro@mahoningcountyoh.gov 
Jillian Rouse 
jillian.rouse@mahoningcountyoh.gov 

Medina 
Gail Houk 
ghouk@alternativepaths.org 

Mercer/Paulding/Van Wert 
Gery Thobe 
Gery.thobe@mercercountysheriff.org 

Miami/Darke/Shelby (Tri-County) 
Kim McGuirk 
mcguirkk@tcbmds.org 
Brad Reed 
reedb@tcbmds.org 

Montgomery 
Jodi Long 
JLong@mcadamhs.org 
Det. Patty Tackett 
Patricia.tackett@daytonohio.gov 

Muskingum/Coshocton/Noble/ 
Perry/Guernsey/Morgan 
Ken Sheffield 
ksheffield@allwell.org 
Jamie McGrew 
jamiem@mhrs.org  

ODRC 
Michele Miller 
Michele.Miller@odrc.state.oh.us 

Ottawa 
Laura Miller 
millerla@firelands.com  

Portage 
John Garrity 
johng@mental-health-recovery.org 

 
 
 

Preble  
Amy Raynes 
Amy.raynes@pcmhrb.org 

Richland 
Mary Kay Pierce 
families@namirc.org 

Ross/Pike/Fayette/Highland/Picka
way (Paint Valley) 
Melanie Swisher 
mswisher@pvadamh.org  

Scioto/Lawrence/Adams 
Cyndy Bell 
c.bell@shawneemhc.org 

Seneca/Sandusky/Wyandot 
Melanie White 
mawhite@namissw.org 
Angie Snell 
Asnell29@yahoo.com 

Stark 
Erin Ivers 
Erin.ivers@starkmhar.org  
Major CJ Stantz 
146@starksheriff.org  

Summit 
Doug Smith 
DougSmith@admboard.org 

Trumbull 
John Myers 
jmyers@trumbullmhrb.org  
Lana Hennings 
lhennings@trumbullmhrb.org  

Tuscarawas/Carroll 
Natalie Bollon 
natalie@adamhtc.org 
Cheri Creager 
creagerc@co.tuscarawas.oh.us 

Union 
Matt Henry 
MHenry@co.union.oh.us 

Warren/Clinton 
Wally Stacy 
wstacy@clearcreektownship.com 

Washington 
Karen Binkley 
karenebinkley@gmail.com 

Wayne/Holmes 
Helen Walkerly 
hwalkerly@namiwayneholmes.org 

Wood 
Jessica Schmitt 
Jessica@namiwoodcounty.org 
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National News and Updates 

 
CIT International – Conference Registration 

 
CIT International’s annual conference will be held on August 24-26, 2020 in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.  

To register visit www.citinternational.org/events.   
Please pass word along to your local CIT officers and Law Enforcement agencies. 
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