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2024 Ohio CIT Conference Agenda
April 10, 2024, The Quest Conference Center 

9:00 a.m.	Check-in
Atrium

9:20 a.m.	Welcome and Introductions
Ruth Simera, Executive Director, Coordinating Centers of Excellence, 
Department of Psychiatry, NEOMED 
Edison Main Room 

9:35 a.m.	  Community Collaboration, A Best Practice Approach to Crisis Response
		Ernest (Ernie) Stevens, The Council of State Governments Justice Center
		Edison Main Room

10:20 a.m.	Break and please report to your first Breakout Session Room

10:35 a.m.	Morning Breakout Session 

  Morgan Room 1            Unlocking Minds: Fostering Compassion, Improving Engagement, and 
Reducing Mental Health Stigma in Prisons
Kimberly Roschie, Kelly Storm, Maria King, and Shavonda Johnson, Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC)

  Morgan Room 2            De-escalation for Public Safety Telecommunicators 
				Chief Bryon Meshew, Creston Police Department
	
[bookmark: _Hlk158812102]  Morgan Room 3            Creating a Collaborative and Comprehensive Mental Health Program
Chief Jerome Klue and Lieutenant William Heilmeier, 
Akron Children’s Hospital Police Department

  Edison Main Room      CIT Coordinator Panel Discussion: Developing & Maintaining
Relationships with Law Enforcement 
Sarah Ferguson, Mental Health, Drug and Alcohol Services Board of Champaign and Logan Counties 
Chief Joe Freyhof, Village of Russells Point Police Department Officer Josh Bartholomew, Streetsboro Police Department 
Dr. Douglas Smith, M.D., DFLAPA, County of Summit Alcohol, Drug Addiction & Mental Health Services Board
Jessica Hartman, NAMI Wood County 

11:50 a.m.	Report back to Edison Main Room for Lunch/CIT Awards Presentation









12:00 p.m. 	Lunch/CIT Awards Presentation
Ruth Simera, Executive Director, Coordinating Centers of Excellence, 
Department of Psychiatry, NEOMED
Edison Main Room 

Award Presenters:
Evelyn Lundberg Stratton, Retired Justice
Nicole M. Dehner, Executive Director, Office of Criminal Justice Services 
Chris Nicastro, Chief, Bureau of Criminal Justice Services, Ohio Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services (OhioMHAS)
Officer Jeff Futo (ret.), Ohio CIT Coordinator – Law Enforcement, Criminal Justice Coordinating Center of Excellence
Luke Russell, Executive Director, NAMI Ohio
Officer Scott Singelton, Blue Ash Police Department, 2023 Ohio CIT Officer of the Year 

** Award winners and nominees please stay after the presentation for pictures
	
1:20 p.m.	Afternoon Reconvening
Ruth Simera, Executive Director, Coordinating Centers of Excellence, 
Department of Psychiatry, NEOMED
Edison Main Room

1:35 p.m.          Afternoon Breakout Session

Morgan Room 1	The Rise of the Ranger Walkers in ODRC
				Timothy Buchanan, Office of Prisons, ODRC

Morgan Room 2	CIT:  Where we were, Where we are, and Where are we going
Lindsey Baker, Lieutenant Dennis Adams, and Ceilia White,
Butler County Sheriff’s Office 

Morgan Room 3	Self-Care for First Responders: PST’s and Call Takers
				Steven M. Click, Director, Ohio Office of First Responder Wellness

Edison Main Room 	De-escalation for Law Enforcement Officers
				Sergeant Matthew Harris, Columbus Division of Police
		
 
2:50 p.m.	Break and please return to the Edison Main Room

3:05 p.m.	Mom, Me, and CIT: A Mother and Son’s Lived Experience with Mental Illness and Law
	Enforcement
Evan Curtin and Peg Stephens
		Edison Main Room

3:50 p.m.	Closing Remarks
Ruth Simera, Executive Director, Coordinating Centers of Excellence, 
Department of Psychiatry, NEOMED
Edison Main Room





4:00 p.m.	Adjourn
** Please turn in your photo release and conference evaluation form to NAMI Ohio at their table to receive a parting gift
** All attendees are required to attend this block to receive continuing education units (CEUs)





Link to conference materials: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pm0p4xkn2d2bltnnh3u77/h?rlkey=gjetmnzrv990jik0b6cmrtbpc&dl=0 







A special thank you to our Conference Planning Committee Members for all their help with this event:


Betty Riggs, Wayne County Communications
Emy-Lynn Marhulik, NAMI Ohio
Gail DeWolf, Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction
Officer Jeff Futo (ret.), Criminal Justice Coordinating Center of Excellence
Kimberly Priester, Montgomery County Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and Mental Health Services
Joel Nussbaum, Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction
Lee Ann Watson, Clermont County Mental Health and Recovery Board
Luke Russell, NAMI Ohio
Melanie Swisher, Paint Valley Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and Mental Health Board
Sergeant Ralph Stover, Tallmadge Police Department
Patricia McCaslin, Lorain County Sheriff’s Office
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